Raider Highlight

Archbishop Rummel High School

Sophomore Andrew Fath selected
Rummel Raider band drum major

When most people refer to someone on the “fast

track,” they are usually referring to an upstart business
person who is moving quickly up the corporate ladder or an
individual who is distancing himself from his peers in many
endeavors.

This “fast tracked” person is oftentimes not just a high
school sophomore, but that is the case for Archbishop
Rummel High School tenth grader Andrew Fath.

How is he being fast tracked? Just check out any
performance of the school’s Raider Band and you will notice
o Andrew Fath, ’11, leading the group as Drum Major for 2008-
: K e 09.

Archbishop Rummel band director Glenn Scheuermann explained, “This is most unusual
to have someone so young serve as drum major, but he has been a popular choice. Andrew is
very mature for his age and has great music ability for a tenth grader.”

This Rummel sophomore has always been a student of music.

“When | was just two years old | started studying piano with Donna Ancar out of her
home. She’s one of the few piano teachers who works with real young kids and | was one of
them,” Fath said.

At the same time he enrolled at Kehoe-France School in pre-K and graduated from there
as an eighth grader in 2007. During his Kehoe-France years, he began taking clarinet lessons in
fourth grade.

When it became time to select a high school, this grammar school honor student visited
Rummel for a Raider-for-a-Day event and liked what he saw.

“l was treated with respect and everyone | met was nice. | liked the atmosphere around
school and made a decision to apply to Rummel,” he said.

Fath applied, was tested and accepted, and earned the Archbishop Rummel Honors
Scholarship for four years. As a new Raider he enrolled in Advanced Band plus joined the
National Honor Society, Mu Alpha Theta, and Ambassadors.

During the spring months of his freshman year, he began thinking of signing up for drum
major tryouts.

“Back in fourth grade at Kehoe-France, | knew that | wanted to be drum major of a big
high school band some day. | knew it back then and this would be my first chance to do that,”
Fath explained.




Band Director Scheuermann said the annual drum major selection process includes
interviewing with Archbishop Rummel and Archbishop Chapelle band officials, demonstrating
leadership abilities, working with band students, and conducting the band with a new,
unpracticed selection.

For the 2008-09 school year, five students sought the title of drum major, three from
Rummel and two from Chapelle. At the conclusion of the process, two students were selected
co-drum majors. One was soon-to-be sophomore Andrew Fath and the second was a soon-to-
be senior at Chapelle.

Scheuermann continued, “During our summer Band Camp, the girl drum major decided
to quit the music program, so our solo drum major was Andrew and that’s how it will be all this
year.”

Fath added, “All the drum
majors I've known have been
seniors, so | was surprised and
excited when | was named drum
major. In the beginning | was
nervous and felt great pressure
because | was a band leader and
just a sophomore, but I've
loosened up a lot since then.

“I’'ve been especially happy
that the upper class band members
have treated me with great
respect. We all get along very well
and I’'m real happy about that.”

Senior Martin Gutierrez
said, “As drum line captain, | was apprehensive about Andrew being so young, but he’s doing
very well as drum major. Everyone has accepted him ...even better than | had thought they
would.”

Daniel Sittig, sophomore, continued, “It’s exciting seeing someone so young doing so
well. He was a little nervous in the beginning, but now he’s doing just great. Everyone respects
him. Even the girls from Chapelle like him as drum major.”

Sophomore Drum Major Fath said his title and authority did not hit him until the
jamboree football game at Yenni Stadium.

“I’'m conducting the Rummel band that’s playing the Fight Song and I’'m leading the
band,” he thought as he stood on a ladder along the stadium sidelines. “That’s when | realized |
had achieved my lifelong dream of being a high school drum major. It felt great and it was fun,”
he said.

Fath will serve the band as drum major for the 2008-09, but next year he will have to go
through the entire process again.

“Drum major appointments are for one year only, so Andrew must apply for the position
again next year if he wants it,” said Scheuermann.

Fath’s Rummel reputation is not just in the music program, as he is an outstanding
student in the classroom. He’s in the honors program, taking all honors classes.




Freshman guidance counselor Art Scudari said, “Andrew is so focused, so goal-oriented
in everything he does. He’s an excellent student and no doubt will do an outstanding job in
whatever he does, whether that’s drum major or anything else at schoo

B. J. McCarter, assistant band director, added, “Andrew is so mature, so serious and so
goal oriented that it’s a pleasure to work with him. He’s mature beyond his years. And
everyone should know that his playing skills (on the clarinet) have earned him respect from the
upper class students.”
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She said that Fath takes
criticism and suggestions well and
is quite eager to make sure
everyone in the band program is
putting his or her best foot
forward.

Sometimes it is difficult to
talk about “after high school plans’
when the student is just a
sophomore, but not for Andrew
Fath.
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“I’'ve thought about
studying medicine at LSU, but |
would really like to see if | could be
accepted at the Julliard School at
Lincoln Center in New York City. That’s one of the world's most prestigious performing arts
conservatories in the country.”

Just remember that drum major, honor student, and fast tracker Andrew Fath is only an
Archbishop Rummel tenth grader. He has three more years to think beyond high school for
college decisions. He has lots of time.
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EDITOR’S NOTE: This is the next in a series of website feature articles that will highlight

outstanding achievements of Archbishop Rummel High School alumni, faculty members,

parents, or students. The website intends to
link on the front page of the site.

So we can feature other prominent individuals, please submit names of persons from our

school family who are doing outstanding work in their fields. If you know of anyone who

could be featured, please email Joseph Serio, communications director, at

jserio@rummelraiders.com or news@rummelraiders.com . Please check weekly for updates

to this “Raider Highlight” link on the Archbi
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