Raider Highlight

Archbishop Rummel High School

| Development Director Cory Howat
11 joins staff, takes over organization
« of school’s Advancement Office

M emories of a family with four boys

Y visiting 42 states by their teenage years,
reminiscences of a three month backpack travel
g aw M  through Europe and an even longer backpack trip
around the world, and recollectlons ofa permanent residence in Las Vegas: these are not
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Archbishop Rummel in early January and oversees all fund-raising, alumni, marketing, and
communications activities on campus.
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brother, Chad, who is religious formation directorz | YR FNRBY (G KS aOK 2 2
my former employer, so when the opportunity was presented, | was glad to make the move
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But before Archbishop Rummel and before his marriage to Molly and the birth of their
daughter, Katherine, Howat had a fascination with extreme travel.

Gdad f 2d8she fdr tyakl began at an early age when my parents would pack all
four of us boys into a van and head to Canada or Mexico. We would sleep nights in the van or
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said when they were all young, they vowed to backpack through Europe when he (Cory) had
graduated from college. With his BA degree in marketing from Mississippi State University in
hand, Cory and his brothers honored their pledge and headed to Europe in the summer of
1997.
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on trains and departed at the next stop. The enjoyable aspect of the trip is that we did not
have any plans of what we wanted to do at the next location. When we departed we
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Howat said part of the fun of his travels was the unusual experiences they witnessed
each night all across Europe. He said some of the hostels were very nice, but others were not
so nice. He said the brothers also stayed in some former convents that were now hostels.
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His eventual transition from European travels with his brothers to a business
opportunity in Las Vegas involved many years and many twists.
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grammar school at St. Benilde, | was
friends with a classmate of mine who
would come home with me most days
because his family worked late.
Eventually, in the sixth grade my friend
moved into the Boys Hope Home
program and that was my initial
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State, he volunteered_ as a house The Brothers Howat leaving for St. Benilde are (left) Cory, Chad,
parent at Boys Hope in New Orleans. Craig, and Carl, Jr.

He said that all the Howat boys had vowed to do some volunteer work after they had graduated
college and before they went to work, but he decided to do his volunteer work the summer
before he graduated.
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a great experience. With my Howat family travel experiences entrenched in me, | drove the ten
boys in my care to a camp in Canada. We went through St. Louis, MO, toured the arch, went on
to Chicago, then to Minneapolis and up to where the Mississippi River started. That trip was
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he met several national Boys Hope Girls Hope leaders and developed working relationships with
them. He continued to communicate with them when he returned to Starkville, MS, for his
senior year at Mississippi State.
Upon graduation, he and his brothers made their long-promised backpack trek through
Europe, but in the meantime, he had been in communication with the national Boys Hope Girls
Hope officials who asked if he would be interested in being a Residential Counselor at a new
Boys Hope Home in Las Vegas, NV.
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actually began. The Las Vegas Boys Hope Home only had one staff member besides me, so |
had to go into the community to meet business leaders, church pastors, and civic leaders in
K2LJSa 2F O0KSANI KSfLAYy3a .28a 121LIS3s¢ KS alARO®
Howat worked for Boys Hope in Las Vegas for two years and concluded his work there in
August, 1999.
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Our server that night was a guy | knew from New Orleans. He and | started talking and he said
that there were no Smoothie Kings franchises in Las Vegas and that we should open one® ¢

Howat said that two months later he
was on a flight to New Orleans to get the
franchise rights to seven stores in Nevada. He
said that they opened the first store right away
and sold the rights to a second store for capital.
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Jazz Fest and realized that one brother was
married and another was engaged and | knew
nothing about their significant others. L~ RA Ry Q

In Vatican City, all four Howat brothers met with knOWAif I Was,living inan altered reglity, PUt I ; L
Archbishop Philip Hannan and Fr. Armstrong, curator | YS9 UKAa | ff RARY QU asSsSy

for the cause of Henriette Delille of the Holy Family,  decided to move back home closer to my
in tl-re summer of 19?7. The brothers are (left) Cory, familyz ¢ KS NBgSIf SR
Craig, Chad, and Chip. But then his brother, Chad, suggested
that before he moved home they should take another backpack trip and this time around the
world. Soin early June, 2001, the Howat brothers Chad and Cory began a seven month trek
around the globe.
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that we lived cheaper during those seven months than
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explained.

Towards the end of their around the world trip,
the Howat brothers heard of the CBS television show i
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candidates for the show. They applied and heard
nothing, but the next year they made it to the second
round.
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face to face interviews. We met all the people associated
with the show, but we did not make the final cut. | told
Chad that we were too conventional and said we should
have walked into the show with Chad dressed as a priest
and me bare foot and sloppy. | bet we would have made
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Upon returning home in December, 2001, he Corey Howat ride an elephant in Thailand.
travelled back and forth to Las Vegas for a few months before being offered the job of
Executive Director of Boys Hope in New Orleans in July, 2002. He said they pursued him
because of his past experience in Las Vegas in fund raising, grant writing, and home
management.



During his tenure as director, he also opened a companion Girls Hope Home for girls in
the community. He then had eight boys and eight girls living in respective homes in the city.
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Howat said the Boys Hope offices were totally destroyed as well as the Girls Hope
Home. The Boys Hope Home suffered about $250,000 in damages.
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al 1 S 2teatadsRearching for a facility to
rebuild that was ruined by Hurricane Katrina.
We did all we could to accommodate them and
it came down to our application and one from a
church in the city. Needless to say, they
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A massive fund raising campaign then
was initiated, with the Boys Hope Home
Mom Molly, Dad Cory, and Daughter Katherine at reopening in September, 2006, and the Girls
GKA&a &SINRa al NOK 27F [ 4 HopeHome dedicated in November, 20009.
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before that through Boys Hope. | remember how Rummel worked with us in admitting one of
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Howat shared a story about a phone call he received from a social worker who asked if
he would go to a homeless shelter where he found a family with a teenage boy that was living
on the streets.

G ¢ Koy just looked devastated and lost and | thought there would be no hope for him.

Then he showed me his notebook; it was neat and contained some poetry and other pieces that
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The student was accepted into Boys Hope and initially enrolled at Destrehan High
because Boys Hope had evacuated to Norco following Katrina, but he eventually transferred to
Archbishop Rummel.
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and available to all students and not just a select student population. To say | am happy with
the way Rummel cared for this student, and also another student attending today, is an
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With Boys Hope reopened and Girls Hope dedicated, Howat said he spoke with
President Begg about the Archbishop Rummel position.
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make a difference, plus | had great respect for the institution in the way it had worked with
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around the world may be behind him, but Development Director Howat looks forward to new
challenges in his life. Today he seeks alternative financial support for the school he has grown
to respect and to value over the years.
The Travel Channel may be in his past, but nowadays Cory Howat is more focused on the
Business Channel as he seeks necessary funding for his new school--- Archbishop Rummel High
School.

EDITOR’S NOTE: This is the next in a series of website feature articles that
highlights outstanding achievements of Archbishop Rummel High School alumni, faculty
members, parents, 2 NJ & (1 dzZRSy (i a ® ¢tKS 46S0arisS KIFa YIRS (K
regular link on the front page of the site. Past feature articles can be found by clicking
ARCHIVES at the bottom of the school website.

So we can feature other prominent individuals, please submit names of persons from our

school family who are doing outstanding work in their fields. If you know of anyone who

could be featured, please email Joseph Serio, communications director, at

jserio@rummelraiders.com or news@rummelraiders.com . Please check regularly for updates
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