
Raider Highlight 
Archbishop Rummel High School 

John Bono, ’69, is first 
of brothers, sons with 
Rummel diplomas 
 

 Over the school’s 47 years of 
existence, many families with numerous 
Archbishop Rummel alumni have claimed to 
be Archbishop Rummel families, but few 
alumni can claim seven graduates of the 

school in their immediate family.  One notable alumnus who can back up his declaration is John 
Bono, ’69. 
 “My brother and I were born in New Orleans.  When I was two years old, my father was 
killed in an automobile accident.  My mother remarried and had four more children, including 
two sons,” he said. 
 Bono graduated from high school in 1969 and his brother, Steven, finished the next 
year.  His half brothers also attended Rummel, Frank Milazzo, ’75, and Richard Milazzo, ’78. 
 Some 25 years after his own graduation from Archbishop Rummel, Bono witnessed the 
first of his three sons walk across the stage at graduation.   He was Mark in 1994, and then 
Michael in 1995, and Daniel in 1998.  That’s seven members of the Bono-Milazzo family holding 
Archbishop Rummel diplomas. 
 “We all attended St. Christopher School, played at Cleary Playground, and were involved 
in Mardi Gras parades with many people who were Rummel families already.  I’m talking about 
families like the Eshlemans, the VanHovens, and the Baroccos,” Bono remembered. 
 As a St. Christopher eighth grader, he had to make a choice for high school, but said the 
choice was easy.  “Most of my friends were going to Rummel, which was only a few years old at 
the time.  The guys already there liked the school, so we applied and were accepted,” he said. 
 He said during his freshman year he tried out for the football and basketball teams but 
his athletic careers were short-lived because of his small stature.  Bono said he did get involved 
with the Genesian Players because of a request for volunteers from Mr. Chuck Guajardo and 
Brother John Fairfax, FSC. 
 “I was always interested in helping others, so that request for volunteers led me to 
know Brother Fidelis, FSC, who was a powerhouse of a man.  He had formed a Double Rummel 
competition among homerooms that awarded points for doing activities that helped people in 
the community.  My homeroom teacher was Mr. Tom Schwaner and each time our class did 
something, we were awarded a letter until our homeroom spelled out ‘Double Rummel’,” he 
explained. 



 At the same time he and his best friend, Danny Martiny, ’69, got involved in a Genesian 
Players production, “All the Way Home,” and continued their volunteer work throughout their 
high school careers. 
 “In my sophomore year I joined DXL, a high school fraternity that was hugely popular 
among students.  It seemed that every single person in school wanted an invitation to DXL.  
Many leaders of the school were members,” he said. 
 He said school officials unofficially approved DXL on campus and that’s where he put 
most of his time and energy in high school.  Bono said any graduate from 1966 to 1975 will 
know what DXL represented.  “It was the thing to be in at Rummel,” he said. 
 In the classroom Bono said many teachers influenced him during his high school years.  
He mentioned first Brother John Fairfax, FSC, “His powerful presence in school, knowing 
everyone’s name, was tremendous.” 
 Academic wise, he also revealed Mr. Joe Dover, 
English teacher, who he said was a great teacher and 
person. Also, Mr. Tom Schwaner, Mr. Don Perret, and 
Mr. Joe Galliano were each a “man’s man” to the 
students. Also mentioned was Mr. Isaac Musselwhite, 
who was very popular with the student body.  He said 
all these teachers were “solid men” respected by 
everyone at school. 

 Bono received his Archbishop Rummel diploma 
in May 1969 and travelled upriver to begin his college 
studies at LSU.  His roommate was best friend Danny 
Martiny.  
 “I began LSU in the midst of the Vietnam era and that year numbers were called for 
birthdays for the draft.  My birthday was number 265, so I knew I would not be drafted and 
started college.  I remember some of my Rummel friends who quit LSU during the first six 
weeks because they had received low draft numbers and knew they were going be drafted and 
possibly sent to Vietnam,” he said. 
 At LSU he studied finance and marketing for three years, but before his senior year 
began, he had an opportunity to learn commercial real estate in New Orleans.  He returned 
home, studied real estate, and graduated from LSUNO (now UNO) in May 1973 with a degree in 
marketing.  That summer he earned a commercial real estate broker’s license. 
 “The summer of 1973 was a big one for me, since I graduated in May, got married in 
July, and earned my broker’s real estate license in August,” he said.  “My friend Danny Martiny 
entered Law School that fall but I stayed home to work. 
 Bono said he used his commercial broker’s license that next year to support himself and 
his new wife and to cover school expenses.  “My stepdad worked for the government and we 
had six children in our family, so I could never depend on my family for much financial support.  
I worked and paid all expenses for LSU, LSUNO, and eventually Loyola Law School,” he said. 
 The ’69 Rummel alumni continued, “After I was married for just a few months, I came 
home one night and told my wife that I was taking the law school entrance test the next 

John Bono and his sons enjoy a Red Sox 
baseball game at Fenway Park in Boston.  
They are (left) Danny, Mark, John, and Mike. 



morning.  She asked how I was going to pay for law school, and I said that I didn’t know.  I took 
the test, was accepted, and started the Loyola Law School in the fall of 1974.” 
 To add to the young Bono’s family financial responsibilities was the birth of his three 
sons during law school.  His first son Mark was born during his first year of law school; Michael 
was born in his second year; and Daniel came at the end of his third year.   
 “I almost quit law school three times,” he revealed.  “I walked to the Bursar’s Office on 
three separate occasions to withdraw, but I didn’t.  It was difficult.  In fact, I couldn’t afford 
hospitalization coverage for my sons for three years.  While I was in law school, I worked as a 
law clerk, sold commercial real estate out of my house, and drove a truck, splitting shifts with 
Danny Martiny.” 
 In May 1977 he graduated from Loyola Law School, passed the bar, borrowed money to 
open his own firm, built up his practice for 16 months, and then was approached by his friend, 
Danny Martiny, about joining his law firm that included Sheriff Harry Lee.  After much talk and 
consideration, he partnered to form the firm of Lee, Martiny, Caracci, and Bono in 1981. 
 “After I was there a year, I decided to go back on my own, but instead of just having my 
own office, Clifford Poche, ’70, and I decided to buy some office condos and share office 
expenses on the best thoroughfare in Jefferson Parish, North Causeway Boulevard.   We’ve 
been here since 1982,” Bono said. 

 With the law firm of John C. Bono, A.P.L.C. 
prospering, he became a truly family man for his wife 
Kathleen and their three sons.  All three boys attended 
Kehoe-France School and then the oldest, Mark, 
selected Archbishop Rummel for high school.  All 
Mark’s brothers followed him as Raiders.  The dad said 
both Mark and his second son, Michael, prospered at 
Rummel, academically and socially.  The third son, 
Daniel, was diagnosed early in his life with tuberous 
sclerosis, a rare, multi-system genetic disease that 
causes benign tumors to grow on vital organs. 
 The family’s concern was if Danny could 

succeed academically in high school.  Bono said, “We had no clue that he would be able to work 
with Mr. (Irv) Barousse and Ms. (Lisa) Ross in Rummel’s Resource Room.  They were 
outstanding and worked with him every day.  If it were not for Rummel, Danny would have 
struggled tremendously throughout life and would not be the success story he is today.” 
 When his two first sons graduated from Archbishop Rummel, both went west to Texas 
Christian University in Fort Worth to study finance.  With undergraduate degrees in hand, they 
returned home to attend law school at Loyola University.  Today both of his sons are attorneys.  
Mark lives in Dallas, Texas, and is president of Prime Industries, while Michael is the closing 
attorney for Bayou Title in Mandeville and works with John’s firm, John C. Bono, APLC, in 
Metairie. 
 Son number three, Danny, is perhaps the family’s true success story.  Bono explained, 
“We knew Danny was struggling in math and foreign languages at Rummel, but he could 
memorize lines for Genesian plays with ease.  Mr. Barousse and Ms. Ross worked with him 
tirelessly to succeed and to graduate.” 

The Bonos: Ashley and Michael, Danny, 
Courtney and Mark, Peyton and Kathleen, 
and John and Ellie. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Genetic_disorder


 When it came time for him to select a college, he wanted LSU and was a unique 
freshman:  he earned straight A’s in some subjects and could not grasp others.  The family 
learned that those characteristics are true signs of tuberous sclerosis. 
 “At Rummel he could never complete Spanish.  At LSU he had to drop Spanish after a 
few weeks, but earned straight A’s in Latin for two years.   Tuberous sclerosis was affecting his 
ability to do certain things in math and certain things involving modern foreign languages.  To 
solve the problem, Danny transitioned into studying communications and has not made any 
grade less than an A since,” Bono explained.  
 With a bachelor’s degree in communications from LSU, he entered LSU’s graduate 
school, earned an assistantship, and began teaching freshman classes in the communications 
school as he worked for his master’s degree. 
 “As a graduate student he received high accolades and marks for his teaching ability and 
class work from the department head.  Last year the chair told Danny that if he goes to one of 
three schools in the country and earns a doctorate, he will have a great chance of obtaining a 
teaching job at LSU,” a proud dad revealed. 
 The young Bono applied to all three schools, was accepted at each, and is today a 
freshman doctoral student in communications at Southern Illinois University in Carbondale. 
 While their sons were working through Archbishop Rummel, the Bono parents were 
busy with school affairs also.  For several years they chaired the annual Raider Rendezvous 
school auction and worked tirelessly with the Annual Fund program.  He concludes, “The entire 
family gives God the glory for all our family has accomplished.” 
 John and Kathleen Bono are indeed a total Archbishop Rummel family.  From an 
alumnus dad with honors and resource student sons to a family of attorneys and a current 
doctoral student: this family exemplifies Raider Pride.  What a great family to personify the final 
line of the Archbishop Rummel alma mater --- άƘŀǎ ƳŀŘŜ ǳǎ ƭƻȅŀƭΣ ōǊŀǾŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǘǊǳŜΦέ 
  

95L¢hwΩ{ bh¢9Υ   This is the next in a series of website feature articles that will highlight 

outstanding achievements of Archbishop Rummel High School alumni, faculty members, 
parents, or students.  The website intends to make this “Raider Highlight” feature a weekly 
link on the front page of the site. 
 
So we can feature other prominent individuals, please submit names of persons from our 
school family who are doing outstanding work in their fields.  If you know of anyone who 
could be featured, please email Joseph Serio, communications director, at 
jserio@rummelraiders.com or news@rummelraiders.com .  Please check weekly for updates 
to this “Raider Highlight” link on the Archbishop Rummel website. 
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