Raider Highlight

Archbishop Rummel High School

Senior Khaled Badr
transitions to USA
from Lebanon roots

To most American

families, the 2006 Lebanon-Israel
War was a news story they may
have followed on CNN or Fox News,
but to one current Archbishop
Rummel family, the July War was a
life and death struggle for survival.

During the summer of 2006,
a Beirut, Lebanon, freshman had
completed his first year of high school when the war erupted. This freshman, his mother, and
two teenage sisters could hear gunfire and explosions in the distance, so they knew that the
time was near when they would have to leave their homeland for their own survival.

The Lebanese high school freshman is Class of 2009 Archbishop Rummel senior Khaled
Badr, who fled Lebanon with his mother and sisters with nothing more than the clothes on their
backs. Their destination was the United States and eventually New Orleans, so they could
reunite with other members of the Badr family already living and working in the city.

“The owashuftcouplé miles away from us. We could feel our house shake with
the expl osibBadkr,,” “rerfd ewd eldnew it was time to ¢
visas to enter the United States but we didn’

He said that his family members left Beirut for Damascus, Syria. Then over a three-day
period, they flew from Damascus to Vienna, Austria, to New York City, to Chicago, to West
Virginia and finally to New Orleans.

Badr continued, “ Weabetawsany fatder ahdtwoollee w Or | ean
brothers had been living here for eight years. They run the Oceana Grill Restaurant in the
French Quarter, so we wanted to reunite with

The Badrs arrived in the city in August 2006, and immediately had to find a place to live.
“My f at h e rsweaalidngib asodl dpatment, so we needed more space. We right
away rented a | arger apartment on Severn and
Badr said his parents wanted all their children enrolled in schools, so they looked at
three different schools for him, but Archbishop Rummel was their first choice.
‘O remember meeting ewi tihn Kehaarlleyd Aaungdu shti,s 2b0r0
Admissions Director Joseph Serio. “They came tsorghertdidreostofghed Khal e
tal king. Il could tell right away that Khal ed



Serio said he asked for records or transcripts for the prospective sophomore transfer
andremembersK h a l kerddtsher sayWegdohRecbadMyPamilyjpuyst r ecor d
got out of a warzone and ran for their ’z Bl
lives. " N

The Admissions Director said he
met with then Assistant Principal Michael
Mahoney and told him the situation.
Mahoney then chatted with the Badr
brothers, talked about courses taken in
Beirut, and penciled in a sophomore
class schedule for the new Raider
student.

Khal ed Badr sai
death. | was going into a new culture

and wondered if | would make any Khaled Badr and his father near their home in Beirut, Lebanon
friends. | was also nervous because | was not too sure of my speaking English. | had studied
twoyears of English as a second | anguage in hi

He remembers that when school began, he was very tense. He said at lunchtime he
went to the cafeteria to get lunch and did not know the procedure.

“ Smehow | got into the Subway line and did not know what to order. | was behind a
person in line who ordered some sandwich, so | told the Subway worker that | would take
whatever the guy in front of me had just ordered. It was a tuna sandwich, | learned. That
worked well the first day,” he said.

The next day he followed the same routine and told the Subway worker that he will take
whatever the person in front of him ordered, but this time there was a problem.

“The guy in front of me ordered a ham sandwich. When | saw them making my
sandwich with ham, | told the person behind the counter that | could not eat ham. He asked
me why | had ordered ham if | could not eat ham, so | had to tell him | just ordered whatever
the guy in front of me ordered. Itwasast range time,” he said.

Sophomore counselor Cherry Spiers remembers her initial meeting with Khaled, who
was placed in all academic classes but moved up to honors by semester.

“He had a strong desire to excel haaddoade mi ca
everything and was not given any special favors. He is an extremely focusedy oung man, ” s h
said.

Badr said the turning point in his acceptance at Archbishop Rummel came when he
attended football tryouts.

“To be honest, | othalh ehad nanided hbwi taplpy fatbad, but | f o
had seen it before on TV in Lebanon and liked it. | knew that American football was for big
people, and since | was big, | thought | would try out for the team. | heard announcements
about tryouts,solwe nt out for the team and made it,” he

Badr said getting on the team was the first big step he took in making new friends. He
said his teammates called him the student from Lebanon, but they were all nice and friendly.



He

St at es.

cont i nu keslwerefiicé o me, buitcaah Boh was my defensive line
coach, who took an interest in me and got to know about my situation coming to the United

While he was making friends on the football field, Badr was facing some difficulty in the
classroom. He said he was learning the English language and would spend hours studying and
doing homework every night with his brothers and sisters.

“ My

teachers

were great i n hel Jeinifeg m

Henderson, my English teacher, who always worked with me, as well as Mr. Boh in social
studies. He is one of the best teachers | ever had and always encouraged me. Also, | remember
Mr. Mahoney, who always asked how | was doing in my classes with the schedule he had given

me, ”

he sai

d.

He said that Mr. Gary Ault was a great religion teacher who understood his situation,
being a Muslim in a Catholic school, and he respected that very much. In addition, Dr. Tom
Becker, another English teacher, is noted as one of the most helpful teachers he has had at

Rummel.

The senior said that Ali Gohir,

"aléb Befriended him from the very beginning. He said

both share a common Muslim religion and have become close friends inside and outside school.
Badr said his Archbishop Rummel experience has been great and better than he could

have anticipated. He said, “With

great in school. When | first came here, | did not expect to make new friends, but | have many

ever

friends and | am doing well academically. This has
been a great experien

He keeps referring to his football
performance for the Raiders and said that he has
fond memories of playing in the state playoffs the
past two years. He plays defensive tackle for the
Raiders and has earned the respect of Jay Roth,
head coach of the Raiders.

Coach Roth said, -
Khaled. He is a hard worker and a fine young man.
I am glad he’s associ
program.’”

Not just an athlete, this senior holds
membership in a myriad of school activities. They
include the National Honor Society, Mu Alpha
Theta, Student Council homeroom representative,
Ambassadors, Campus Ministry, the Fellowship of
Christian Athletes, State Literary Rally for
chemistry, Open House tour guide, football and
lacrosse.

Badr is strong academically and lists
mathematics as his best field of study. He has

especially enjoyed studying Honors Algebra Il with Mr. Atilano Gomez, Honors pre-Calculus with
Ms. Janet Tedesco and Honors Calculus with Mr. Mark Firmin.
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College advisor Juliana Windom said Badr is one of those students who realizes that his
long-term goals require short-term steps on his part.
“As coll ege advisor | work with many stude
forastudenthi s age. He wi | | no doubMs Wirdonre a very s
His plans beyond high school involve studying pre-medicine at LSU, Tulane or Loyola,
but they do not include a permanent return to Lebanon.
“ W avisitLebahod to see my grandparents, but | want to live permanently here in
the United States. Il d i ke to see my family
grandfathers on both sides of my family,” he
Prior to the 2006 Lebanon-Israel War, he had never thought of leaving his homeland,
but much has happened to him since his first year of high school.

“1 want to stay in the United Statuindys becau
to be somebody. | need to give back to this country because itgave melife , ” sai d seni or
Badr , " 09.
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9 5L ¢ h w Q {This i3 the ekt i a series of website feature articles that will highlight

outstanding achievements of Archbishop Rummel High School alumni, faculty members,

parents, or students. ThewebsiteA Y 1 SYRa (2 YI1S GKA& dawlkARSNI I A
link on the front page of the site.

So we can feature other prominent individuals, please submit names of persons from our

school family who are doing outstanding work in their fields. If you know of anyone who

could be featured, please email Joseph Serio, communications director, at

iserio@rummelraiders.com or news@rummelraiders.com . Please check weekly for updates
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