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Michael Bujol, ’73 directs 
Privateer athletics at UNO 
 
 Families seeking an Archbishop Rummel 
education for their sons today have numerous 
methods of funding their sons’ education 
expenses, from academic scholarships and work 
study programs to civic grants and bank loans.    
They should have compassion, though, for Linden 
and Carol Bujol, who, without these assistances, 

put their five sons through Archbishop Rummel during a 15 year period in the ‘70’s and ‘80’s. 
“True, tuition costs were less expensive back then, but families made a lot less money  

years ago, too, so it’s all relative,” said Michael Bujol, ’73, son number two in the Bujol family 
and the recently-appointed interim Athletic Director at the University of New Orleans. 

Like his four brothers and lone sister, Michael Bujol received his high school diploma, 
graduated college, and moved on to a professional career.  Today he is attempting to save and 
to resurrect the UNO athletic program, but Bujol has fond memories of his family’s years on 
Metairie Court in Old Metairie.  All the family members attended St. Catherine of Siena School 
before venturing on to high school.   

“Since 1960, we have had a Bujol family member at St. Catherine of Siena.  First my 
brothers and I attended school there, then one of my brother’s family members, and now I 
have a daughter there,” he explained. 

He said Archbishop Rummel was a logical choice for the Bujol brothers, because it was 
close and was the popular choice of St. Catherine students. 

Bujol continued, “My oldest brother, Stephen, was the first to enter Rummel and all the 
boys followed his lead.” 
 Stephen graduated in 1972 and now resides in Gonzales, LA, then Michael graduated in 
1973 and lives with his wife and family in the Bujol Family’s original Metairie Court home.  Next 
came Allen in 1976, who now lives in Plano, TX, then David in 1978, who works in Louisville, KY, 
and finally Warren from the Class of 1982, who lives in Westwego, LA.  Their sister, Lynelle, who 
graduated from Dominican, lives in Charlotte, NC. 
 “When I entered Rummel for the 1969-70 school year, I was totally in awe.  I remember 
taking the entrance exam in the gym with hundreds of other eighth graders.  I came from a 
class of maybe 20 students in grammar school to a jam-packed gym of students taking the test,” 
Bujol remembered. 
 He said he eventually was placed in honors classes and his new Rummel friends were his 
buddies during their four years of high school.   



 “I remember how the teachers would seat us all alphabetically.  Since all my friends 
were in honors classes, ‘Bujol’ sat between ‘Al Buccola’ in front and ‘Nick Burke’ in back in every 
class for four years,” he said. 
 Bujol also remembers trying out for every sport offered to freshmen and being cut in 
every one --- except soccer. 
 “Coach (Ronnie) Doyle told me to see Brother Alphonse LeBlanc about playing soccer.  I 
was a skinny runt back then and soccer was the only sport I could play.  I eventually played 
soccer for four years with Brother Alphonse as my coach,” he said. 
 Later in his high school career he developed an interest in photography and joined the 
yearbook staff.  He was co-editor of the 1973 Raider yearbook with fellow classmate Ralph 
Pladeau.  Also, during his junior and senior years, he was a Raider cheerleader. 
 When the topic changed to memorable teachers, Bujol immediately said, “Mr. John 
Niemietz” when he spoke about persons who had major influences on him in high school.  
 “He spurred my interest in history, 
his teaching style and delivery were 
interesting, and he disliked athletes…or so 
we thought.  Later in life I discovered that 
he really liked having athletes in his classes, 
but he got that reputation because he’d 
never give them a break,” Bujol said. 
 He also mentioned Coach Doyle as 
an influential person on campus who never 
gave up on him.  Bujol said he was a small 
guy who tried out for every sport, but Mr. 
Doyle encouraged him to keep trying.   
 After graduating Archbishop 
Rummel, he travelled upriver to Baton Rouge and enrolled at LSU to study history.  He spent 
one semester at LSU before transferring back home to study business at UNO. 
 “While at UNO I became friends with a student there whose dad, Jerry Romig, once 
worked for a TV station in New Orleans.  My friend’s name was Mark Romig and he was my 
little brother in Tau Kappa Epsilon fraternity. 
 “Mark’s dad spurred my interest in television, so I transferred to Loyola to study 
journalism, and in December, 1977, I graduated with a B.A. in journalism,” he said. 
 While Bujol was studying at Loyola, he received an internship at WDSU-TV.  When he 
graduated, he was hired full time in the news department. 
 “I worked with some real heavyweights at WDSU, including Charles Zewe, Warren Bell, 
Dick Edwards, weatherman Dallas Raines, and Bart Darby,” he said. 
 As news producer, he enjoyed the rush of live television and said the experience was 
phenomenal.   
 In January, 1980, he freelanced and did independent production work at NASA.  During 
all this time he stayed close with the Romig family and in 1981, Jerry Romig was named general 
manager of the new WLAE-TV.  Bujol was the first person Romig hired at the station. 
 “I worked there for one year and did everything.  I was producer, director, writer, 
camera man, and editor.  It was a one-man show and I really enjoyed the experience,” he said. 

The Bujol boys are (left) Steve, ’72; David, ’78; Michael, 
’73; Allen, ’76; and Warren, ’82. 



 On February 2, 1982, he met the volleyball coach at UNO and she told him about an 
opening on the athletic staff.  She said the school was looking for a Sports Information Director 
and suggested he talk to the school’s Athletic Director Ron Maestri. 
 “To be honest, I did not know what a SID did at that time, but it seemed interesting.  The 
next day I put together a job resume’ and sent it to Maestri.  About two weeks later he called 
me in for an interview.  After the interview I never heard from him again, or so I thought,” he 
said. 
 Four months later he received a call from Maestri and asked if he were still interested in 
the job.  Maestri told him that besides being UNO’s athletic director he was also the head 
baseball coach and had been preoccupied with coaching.  The AD asked Bujol if they could meet 
the next day.  They met, he was offered the job, and he started work as UNO’s SID on July 1, 
1982. 
 “During my first years at UNO, the school had great athletic success.  In 1982, the 
basketball team went to the NIT and in 1984 the baseball team went to the College Baseball 
World Series,” he said. 
 Bujol was SID until 1987 when he was named the school’s Marketing Director, a position 
he held until 1991, when he was promoted to Compliance Director and was the liaison with the 
school and the NCAA.  Then in 1999, he was named Assistant Athletic Director for the 
Privateers. 
 In 2002, AD Ron Maestri retired and the UNO chancellor decided to fill the position with 
a part-time lobbyist and a part-time athletic director.  Since Bujol did not like the direction the 
university was moving in filling the AD position, he knew he had 20 years into the system and 
took early retirement.  He departed UNO on July 3, 2002. 
 Towards the end of 2002, the university asked if he would be a consultant for athletics 
and he agreed.  In January, 2003, the school hired Jim Miller as a full-time AD.  In March, Miller 
approached Bujol about re-joining the athletic program as Associate Athletic Director with 
oversight over day-to-day and game day operations. 
 “I held that office until August 1 of this year when the Chancellor Tim Ryan called me 
into his office, told me that Jim Miller was retiring, and asked if I were interested in being the 
interim Athletic Director.  Absolutely!!!!” he said. 
 He laughed when told of the events leading up to his being offered the interim position.  
“I was playing golf with a group of guys at Diamondhead on a Saturday in August when I 
received a text message from the chancellor’s chief of staff.  His text stated, ‘Can you be in the 
chancellor’s office Monday morning at 8:30 AM?’  At that time all the budget cuts in the state 
were occurring, so I panicked.  Then I received another text stating, ‘Can you ask your business 
manager to be there at 9?’  I just knew they were closing us down.  We’re done,” he thought.  “I 
was relieved when I got another text a few minutes later saying ‘don’t worry, it’s all good!’” he 
said. 
 Bujol said he was humbled, honored, and emotional by the interim Athletic Director 
offer.  He first called his wife and then former AD Ron Maestri, who had given him his initial 
opportunity in the business.   Bujol said he remains very close to Maestri, and the two had 
lunch every day for 19 years when Maestri was AD and he was assistant AD. 
 When he accepted the interim AD position, Bujol asked Chancellor Ryan to allow the 
interim status of the position to remain for a year or June 30, 2010, and the chancellor agreed. 



 “This interim status will allow me to show what I can do as athletic director and it also 
will let me make a better decision if it is something I truly want.  I am thinking of my family 
when I make that statement,” he explained. 
 Refusing to use the term “interim” before his new title, Athletic Director Bujol has 
jumped right into UNO’s athletic plight, by focusing on state budget cuts and fundraising 
efforts.  
 “Talking with my colleagues across the country, I see the Athletic Director’s role has 
changed.  He is no longer the day to day operations man, but nowadays he’s the chief 
fundraiser and the face of the athletic program,” Bujol said. 
 The AD said the university suffered a major setback in late April when the UNO student 
body rejected a referendum that would have provided $1.4 million of General Fund money for 
athletics. 
 Bujol blames the defeat on the athletic office’s miscalculation of student interest in the 
vote and the lack of athletes mainstreaming with the general student population.  He said the 
vote demonstrated to athletes that if they do not support the students, then the students will 
not support the athletes and their teams. 
 “Before the vote, some athletes wouldn’t give students the time of day and then when 
the referendum approached, the athletes wanted to shake hands with everyone.  It was too 
late by then,” he explained. 
 When the referendum failed, then AD Miller called a press conference and expressed 
that the university’s athletic program was in jeopardy.  After that news conference, NBA owner 
George Shinn of the New Orleans Hornets with other civic leaders expressed an interest in 

assisting UNO in raising capital for 
athletics. 
 “There’s a relationship between 
George Shinn and Jim Miller, as Miller’s 
wife is Shinn’s executive assistant.  I don’t 
know who called who first, but George 
Shinn said he was going to help UNO raise 
revenue during this difficult time,” Bujol 
explained. 
 He continued, “Another part of the 
equation that just fell out of the heavens 
was a bequest by longtime UNO booster 
Wick Cary, who died and left the UNO 
Foundation one-third of his $30 and $40 

million estate and earmarked it for athletics.” 
 Bujol said Cary was a sports fanatic, who loved sports and had season tickets to teams at 
UNO, Tulane, and LSU.  He was seen oftentimes at UNO games keeping score and cheering on 
the Privateers.  He said no one knew that Cary had amassed a fortune in the oil business. 
 “The pledge from George Shinn and the shared estate from Wick Cary will save us for 
the immediate future but neither is a cure all for our financial woes,” Bujol explained. 

AD Bujol shows the athletic departments new multi-media 
lab for athletes. 



 He said that he’s in a good position to move UNO Athletics to financial independence 
because of his longevity on campus and his desire to succeed.  He said the office will be going 
into the community to raise funds even during these tough economic times. 
 “UNO students also must buy into Privateer Athletics,” he said, “by supporting our 
teams and attending our games.  We all know, though, that winning is our best promotion.” 
 Bujol said his number one target right now is attracting on-campus students to attend 
games.  He said there are more dormitory rooms on campus than ever before and the teams 
need to convince those students to support UNO’s teams.   
 “There’s just so much competition for the entertainment dollar.  I am jealous of high 
school football game attendance.  Some games have 4,000 or 5,000 fans in the stands and 
that’s just great.  We need to get that kind of support for our UNO teams,” he said. 
 UNO Athletics must think outside the box, Bujol believes, and he said the Internet is an 
incredible tool that must be utilized.  Using social networking tools like Facebook is one of their 
main advertising mediums.   
 With just one hit of a button on Facebook, the school can reach thousands of people, he 
speculated. 
 Michael Bujol bleeds silver and blue and he will be the first to admit that the past, 
present, and future for UNO Athletics will not be easy, but he’s ready for the challenge. 
 “Since August 1, every day has been a better day for us.  We had a rough summer 
because we had a roller coaster ride: the student vote failed, the department was being shut 
down, we were saved from closing, more budget cuts, we’re laying off people, then no layoffs, 
we have no money, and money was found,” he sighed. 
 He said he accepted the Athletic Director’s job because it was something he always 
wanted to do and is the culmination of a career he never expected to happen. 
 “This is so much fun.  I will keep trying and I will be successful,” said Bujol. 
 If determination is an indicator of future success, Michael Bujol, ’73 Archbishop Rummel 
alumnus, will be a UNO Privateer for a long time.   
 Just do not refer to him as the “interim” Athletic Director at the University of New 
Orleans. 
 

EDITOR’S NOTE:   This is the next in a series of website feature articles that highlights 

outstanding achievements of Archbishop Rummel High School alumni, faculty members, 
parents, or students.  The website has made this “Raider Highlight” feature a regular link on 
the front page of the site.  Past feature articles can be found by clicking ARCHIVES at the 
bottom of the school website. 
 
So we can feature other prominent individuals, please submit names of persons from our 
school family who are doing outstanding work in their fields.  If you know of anyone who 
could be featured, please email Joseph Serio, communications director, at 
jserio@rummelraiders.com or news@rummelraiders.com .  Please check regularly for updates 
to this “Raider Highlight” link on the Archbishop Rummel website.  
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