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Police Chief Steve Caraway, ’74, 
commands Kenner department, 
prepares reelection campaign 
 
 Longtime law enforcement officer 
and current Police Chief for the City of 
Kenner, Stephen CarawaȅΣ ΩтпΣ ƛǎ ƴŜŀǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 
completion of his first term as chief and 
anticipating a reelection campaign.   
 This veteran Jefferson Parish official 
says a reelection campaign is not his major 
concern nowadays but rather he finds it 
challenging sometimes to recruit and to 
retain capable young officers for the Kenner 
Police Department. 
 ά¢ƘŜ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ ǎƭƻǿŘƻǿƴ 
has made more young people consider 
ŎŀǊŜŜǊǎ ƛƴ ƭŀǿ ŜƴŦƻǊŎŜƳŜƴǘΣέ ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘΣ άōǳǘ 
we need to be certain they stay in the field 
long term.  Staffing our departments with 
quality police officers is the number one 
goal of police departments across the 
ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΦέ 
 The chief explained that 

compensation and retirement packages offered to new police officers today are exceptional, 
but he wishes that more capable young people would consider careers in the field. 
 άaŜƴ ŀƴŘ ǿƻƳŜƴ ƎǊŀŘǳŀǘƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ŎƻƭƭŜƎŜ ŀǊŜ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ƎƭŀƳƻǊƻǳǎ Ƨƻōǎ ōǳǘ ǘƻŘŀȅ 
ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ǊŜŀƭƛȊƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ Ƴŀƴȅ ŎƻƳǇŀƴƛŜǎ ŀǊŜ Ƨǳǎǘ ƴƻǘ ƘƛǊƛƴƎΣ ǎƻ ǿŜΩǊŜ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊƛƴƎ 
us who never thought they wouƭŘ ōŜ ǇƻƭƛŎŜ ƻŦŦƛŎŜǊǎ ƛƴ ȅŜŀǊǎ ǇŀǎǘΣέ ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘΦ 
 Chief Caraway said that when it is time for campaigning for office, he enjoys seeing his 
many Kenner constituents and returning to his childhood roots.  In his youth, a young Steve 
Caraway grew up with his three brothers near the Kenner-Metairie line and attended St. 
Lawrence the Martyr School. 
 άL ǿŀǎ ǇǊŜǘǘȅ ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŜŘ ǘƻ ŀǘǘŜƴŘ wǳƳƳŜƭ ǿƘŜƴ L ǿŀǎ ŀƴ ŜƛƎƘǘƘ ƎǊŀŘŜǊ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ Ƴƻǎǘ 
of my friends were heading there and it was convenient for my family.  I was pretty sold on 
ōŜƛƴƎ ŀ wŀƛŘŜǊΣέ ƘŜ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊŜŘΦ 
 As a freshman, Caraway quickly became involved in football and that was his primary 
interest through his four years on Severn Avenue.  A veteran athlete from Delta and Westgate 



Playgrounds, he played tight end on the freshman team.  While a member of the football 
program, he played under Head Coaches Joe Galliano and Don 
Perret. 
 άL ŀƳ ǎǘƛƭƭ ǾŜǊȅ ƎƻƻŘ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ǿƛǘƘ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ǝǳȅǎ L ǇƭŀȅŜŘ 
ball with at Rummel.  I developed some great friendships at 
wǳƳƳŜƭΣέ ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘΦ 
 Caraway said most of his high school football memories 
centered around Coach Don Perret, who headed the program for 
three years. 
 ά¢ƻ ōŜ ƘƻƴŜǎǘΣ L ƴŜǾŜǊ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ Ǝƻǘ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿ /ƻŀŎƘ Dŀƭƭƛŀƴƻ 
because I was with him for just one year, but I found Coach Perret 
to be an intense, spiritual leader and coach.  He could just look at 
ȅƻǳ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳ ƪƴŜǿ ǿƘŀǘ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ǘƘƛƴƪƛƴƎΣέ ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘΦ 
 Caraway also remembers some outstanding assistant coaches, namely Coaches Easten 
Roth, Henry Rando, Al Pontiff, Randy Johnson, and Athletic Director Ronnie Doyle. 
 ά²Ŝ ǿŜǊŜ ŀ ȅƻǳƴƎ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ȅƻǳƴƎ ŎƻŀŎƘƛƴƎ ǎǘŀŦŦΣ ōǳǘ ǿŜ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜŘ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ 
under these men.  I am proud to have been a part of the group that established the traditions 
ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǳǇƘƻƭŘǎ ǘƻŘŀȅΣέ ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘΦ 
 Outside of football, Caraway had many fond memories of school personnel.  He 
ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴŜŘ aǊΦ 5ƻƴ 5ŜǎǎŀǳŜǊΣ ΩстΣ ǿƘƻ ƘŀŘ Ƨǳǎǘ ōŜƎǳƴ Ƙƛǎ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ŎŀǊŜŜǊΦ   
 άL ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ƘƛƳ very much because he was pretty close to my age and I enjoyed his 
ŎƭŀǎǎŜǎΦ  ²ŜΩǊŜ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƎƻƻŘ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ǘƻ ǘƘƛǎ ŘŀȅΣέ ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘΦ 
 Other teachers from his high school days who had impacts on his life were math teacher 
Mr. A. J. Leonardi, social studies instructor Mr. John Niemietz, and English teacher Ms. Lisa Cid. 
 ά¢ƘŜǎŜ ǿŜǊŜ ŀƭƭ ǎƻƭƛŘ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ŜƴƧƻȅed their classes.  Mr. Niemietz, of course, 

had his own unique style and we enjoyed his classes 
ƛƳƳŜƴǎŜƭȅΣέ ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘΦ 
 Following his May, 1974, graduation, a young 
Steve Caraway enlisted in the United States Marine 
Corps and served his country for three years.  Upon 
completion of his tour of duty in 1977, he joined the 
Kenner Police Department. 
 άL ŀǇǇƭƛŜŘ ŦƻǊ ōƻǘƘ ǘƘŜ YŜƴƴŜǊ ŀƴŘ bŜǿ hǊƭŜŀƴǎ 
Police Departments, but KPD was hiring, so I went 
ǘƘŜǊŜΣέ ƘŜ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴŜŘΦ 
 IŜ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘΣ ά9ǾŜƴ ōŀŎƪ ƛƴ ƘƛƎƘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΣ L ǿŀs 
thinking about some day being a police officer, but that 
interest was increased while I was in the Marines 
because I was a Military Police officer.  A final career 
decision to work in law enforcement was not 
farfetchedΦέ 

 Since joining the KPD, Caraway has climbed the proverbial ladder in the department.  
For eight years he was various shifts in the Patrol Division.  In 1984 he was assigned to Criminal 
Investigations and became a sergeant in 1990. 



 Sergeant Caraway next headed the Training and Development Division and opened a 
Police Academy for KPD.  In 1995 he was named a lieutenant and then captain and was named 
a Bureau Commander for the department.  In October, 2005, Captain Caraway retired from the 
police department in order to run for Police chief in April, 2006.   
 άLǘ ǿŀǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ƛƴ ōŀŎƪ ƻŦ Ƴȅ ƳƛƴŘ ǘƻ ōŜ tƻƭƛŎŜ /ƘƛŜŦ ōǳǘ ŦƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƻ ǊŜŀŎƘ ǘƘŀǘ Ǝƻŀƭ L 
had to campaign and politic for the position.  Over my 33 years in law enforcement, I have 
found the police work much more enjoyable than the political aspects of being a police chiefΣέ 
he said. 
 Caraway will run for reelection in March, 2010, and that will be his final election since 
the Police Chief is term-limited to two four-ȅŜŀǊ ǘŜǊƳǎΦ  LŦ ƘŜΩǎ ǊŜ-elected, serves his full term, 
and retires, he is not certain what the future will hold for him. 
 ά¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ŀ ƭƻƴƎ ǘƛƳŜ ŦǊƻƳ now, 
so I am just looking at the present and 
my re-ŜƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴΣέ ƘŜ 
explained. 
 Caraway is married to Karen 
Troyer and they have three children:  
Clayton Pistorius, Rummel ΩлрΣ Joseph 
Pistorius, Rummel ΨлтΣ ŀƴŘ aƻǳƴǘ 
Carmel Academy alum Meghan 
Pistorius, a graduate of Loyola Law 
School. 
 Police Chief Stephen Caraway, 
ΩтпΣ saidΣ ά²ƘŜƴ ƛǘΩǎ ŀƭƭ ŘƻƴŜ ŀƴŘ ŀƭƭ 
over, I can look back on my law 
enforcement career as one that was 
very, very rewarding.  Every day is 
different and there has never been a day when I wish I could have done something differently.  
L ƘŀǾŜ ŜƴƧƻȅŜŘ Ƴȅ ǿƻǊƪ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ YŜƴƴŜǊ tƻƭƛŎŜ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ LΩƳ ǎǘƛƭƭ ŜƴƧƻȅƛƴƎ ƛǘ ǘƻŘŀȅΦ  I 
would not change a thing.έ 
 

EDITOR’S NOTE:   This is the next in a series of website feature articles that highlights 

outstanding achievements of Archbishop Rummel High School alumni, faculty members, 
ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎΣ ƻǊ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ Ƙŀǎ ƳŀŘŜ ǘƘƛǎ άwŀƛŘŜǊ IƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘέ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜ ŀ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǊ ƭƛƴƪ ƻƴ 
the front page of the site.  Past feature articles can be found by clicking ARCHIVES at the 
bottom of the school website. 

 
So we can feature other prominent individuals, please submit names of persons from our 
school family who are doing outstanding work in their fields.  If you know of anyone who 
could be featured, please email Joseph Serio, communications director, at 
jserio@rummelraiders.com or news@rummelraiders.com .  Please check regularly for updates 
ǘƻ ǘƘƛǎ άwŀƛŘŜǊ IƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘέ ƭƛƴƪ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ !ǊŎƘōƛǎƘƻǇ wǳƳƳŜƭ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜΦ  
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