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Archbishop Rummel soccer team
to host 2" ranked Lafayette today

By Justin Mendoza, ‘06

The Archbishop Rummel soccer team will kick it into full gear under the
leadership of Coach Tim Burns for the second round in the playoffs. They take on
the number two-ranked team in the state, the Lafayette High Lions, this afternoon
at 3 PM on the Raider Field.

“It's a David and Goliath match-up against Lafayette and all we've got is a
sling and a rock,” Burns explains. The match proves to be a difficult one against
Lafayette, a 31-1 team, and Rummel, a 14-11-3 team. Burns learned that
Lafayette is a much disciplined team after watching them defeat Catholic High of
Baton Rouge, 3-0.

In opposition to the strategy of other teams, Burns defines soccer as how
the other team reacts to what you're doing. “We’re doing things we normally
wouldn’t do, things that will hopefully come back to haunt Lafayette,” Burns
comments.

Burns hopes that Lafayette will get frustrated from Rummel’s strategy,
allowing the Raiders to take life from Lafayette’s mistakes.

Burns sat down with his players and let them contemplate what they want
to do to produce a team win, handing offensive responsibility to Chris Lee, Colin
Schmidt, and Gary Palmisano.

“I believe in thinking ahead,” Burns puts in plain words.

The Raiders defeated Bonnabel in a 2-0 victory last Wednesday in the first
game of the playoffs. If Rummel defeats Lafayette, they will go on to play the
winner of Jesuit vs. Terrebonne. Jesuit is ranked first in the state, right above
Lafayette.

Starting seniors for the Raiders are Jose Perez, Gary Palmisano, and
Chris Rushing. Juniors include Chris Lee, Tony Pananos, Harold Lambert,
Raphael Tajeda, Taylor Russollino, and Colin Schmidt. Terek Balamane will be
the only sophomore starter, and Adimondios Torias the only freshman.

Coach Burns said that the Raiders also have a strong rotation of seniors
to come off the bench early to produce, including lan Carrol, Trey Arnold, and
Chris Loisel.
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